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CHAPTER III.

(Coutloued. )

ST what words pasnsed be-

tween them ghe could not

know, but suddenly the

porter hurled his load to

the ground, shouting to the others
who had already assumed their bur-
dens. One by one these followed hia
example, at the same Limo shouling
taunts and insults at the frantlo,
danpacing, futile headman, The amnmed
members of the party—tho native os-

+  copt—lcaned on their riflesa and
grinned ot the discomiiture of the

headman,

Vitglnln's heart sank as she wile
nessed thin open break, It was mu-
tiny, pure and simple, and ber head-
man was quile evidently wholly ingk-
pable of coping with i, That it
would quickiy spread to the arwmed
guard she was sure, for (heir attitude
proclaimed that hear  sympathies
weroe with the peorters Something
must be done, and dulie sl vuce, BoOr

| wal there auotbet Lhan hersell to do
1
The headman and the large porter
| were wrangling in'hign pitehed voices,
The other porters had closed L sbout
the two, for It was evideul that they
would soon come (o blows, The atii=
tude of all the bearcrs wis angry and
sullen. The mumbers of the askarl
still grinned—ithis was the only ress-
suring symptom of the whole danger-
ous affair, They not yol epenly
es d the cause of the mutinoers,
inla cAme to a decimiod quiek-
ly. Bhe crossed the spuce betwoeen
herself and the porters at & rapld
shouldering her way between
the wntohers until she stuod before
the headman and the bellicose porter,
At slght of her they stopped thelr
wrangilug for a moment. Virgioia
tumed to the headmon,
“Tell this boy,' she sald, “that 1
say be must plok up his puok at once,*
The headman Interpreted her order
fo the mutineer. Tho Iatter only
laughed durisively, making no move
to oboy, Very deliberately Virginia
drew her rovolver trom Its holster at
A her hip, Bhe levelled it at the pit of
the porter's stomach and with a finger
of her left hand polntod ot the pack
upen the ground, She sald nothing,
Bhe knew that she had comimitted
harself to a policy which might neces-
sitate the fulfilment of the threat
which the lovellsd wonpon impliad,
and she was ready to adhere to that
polley to the bitter end
The fate of her expadition hung up-
on the outcome of this clash Letwesn
her porters and her representative,
the headman; and upon tha fate of
the expedition hung, possibly, the
very life of a stranger who had placed
himseif in feopardy to nerve her,
Thers wins no altvrnative—she must,
aha would eompel subordination
The porter made no move Lo asiuimes
bia burden, but he coused to lnugh.
Inetoad, his little oyes narrowed, his
heavy lower Jaw and pendulous under
llp droopad sullenly. He remindsd
the girl muddenly of n huge brute
about to spring upon Its prey, and
she tightened the pressure of her
fingoer upon the trigger of her re-

volver,

el him,” she instriacted the head.
man, "that punishment for mutiny s
dagth, That If he does not plck up
| his pack at onee I shall mhoot him,
Just as 1 should sboot a hyena that
menacod my safety.”

The bheadmnn did ns Lie was bid
The porter loocked at the encireling
fneds of his friends for sncournge-

ment. Ha thought thar he found it
there, nnd then an evil spirit whis.
pernd to Lim that the white woman

4 would not dare shoot and he took a
step toward ber, threatopingly
1t wos his last step, for the Instant
that hoe took It Virginia fred—not nt
hig stomnach, but at his heart—and he
] crumpled forward to tumble at her
foat. Without a seconil glanee pt him
ahe wheeled upon the other porters,
“Plek up your packagand march!" sha
& commanded, and thoM who could not
understand her words at least did not
migiatorpret the mennce of her lev-
elled weapon, One Ly ope, and with
greater  alnority  than  they liad
evinced aines the first day out, they
phouldered thelr burdens, and a mo-
mant lnter wers filing along the treall,
The askarl stll grinned, for which
Virginia was devoutly thankful
From then on she becaina her own
headman, using that dignitary prin.

elpally ns an interpreter, nor for
many days was thers agaln tha
atest show of insabordination—

el come Inter, with results so dis«
astrous thet—hut why anticlpate Jdls-
~ior®

CHAPTER 1V.
A AR to the wenst Riehard Gor-
| don had penetrnted the
jungle (o the alte of Lthe
rulned  milssion. He had
acraped around the wooda
which overgrew the razod walls of the
bungelow, and at last he had come
upon the Aagging of the old haearth,
Bteme ufior stoue he pried from its
place untll Loneath ons he at lnst
came upon o tiny vault, and a mo-
mant lnter s groping fingers touched
nortisted (o box that crumpled be-

neath them. Feeling carefully amid
-.n Ashwin Mloavdan fAnally withdraw
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& long manila envelops which had
withstood the ravages of time. It ﬂ
still was acaled, nor did bhe break It
open, for it was all the box containsd
other than a few looss pleces of jew-
siry and thersfors must cobtaln the
paper be sought,

IMek Gordon was elatéd by the suoe-
cess of his adventure, He had foared
thut even the old hearth might bave
disappeared and the paper with it for
he had Bo means of how
complete had been  the Wakandas'
demolition of the mission, as upon nis
former visst ho had seen no sign of
the old chimoey and Greplace

Early the foliowing morning he sel
out upon the return jowrney toward
the coast, confident that no further
obutacies other than those orndinary Lo
African l.rlv:‘l lay betwesan him and
the delivery the patoly into
the hands of M. mﬂ

How ocould he guoss that to the
east of him thres American crooks,
bent upon nothing less than hile dealh,
barred his way to the coast?

That they werse making short
marches and slow ones was of litue
moment to the three, Thoy soon hud
tired of the hardahips of African
truvel, and finnlly guve up the hope
of overtaking Gordon before he
renched the miasion. To waylay him
upon his return would answer Lhelr
purpose quite as well, and so whan

they came at last to a village through
which Gordon must pass upon his re-,
turn to the coast M required little |
discussion of the queastion to deolde
them to await him there,
——

In view of generous gifts the native
chief welcomed them l.': his hospital-
iry. He set aside n commodions hut
for the three whites, They unstop-
pered numerous bottles of Irish whia-
key and the blacks brewed their na-
tive boer. Tho vislt was o long-drawn
Hacchanalian revel which the whites
found rmuch more to their taste than
long, tircsome marches and the viols.
mtudes of ever changine camps,

Hut one day the peaco of the com-
munity was rudely startled. A lion

FulL SKIRTs
RIOICuLous |

Eelzed upon An Unwary woman work-
ing In a lttla poateh of cultivated Z,
ground outmide the willage Hear
screams brought out the warriors

and the whites; but the llon dragged
his prey into the jungle, her scream-
ing ceamed, nor was she cver seen
R.’?‘%\m t
o natives were terrifind.

besought the whites ‘o halp Lh?::z
to wo forth with their guns and slay
the man-eater; but though they
hunted for two daya no trace of the
maurauder could they find. Then
the blacks dug a pit and balted it
:‘Il;.l; :vl_!:c‘g‘nntthand leat the lihon en-

2 8 they ant a watch ypon
the pit that the whites might be 02?1-
ed when the Hon approached,

Nor did they have long to walt.
Searce had they secroted thameselves
when a huge lion stepped majestie-
ally from the brush. Ralsing his
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CHAPTER V.
WINGING along at the head
of hia safarl, Dick Gordon
puffed opan his blackened
brinr and hummed a gay
tune of the roof gardens
The biack boys at his heels laughed
and chattered and sang. They were a
merry party, for Gordon had a way
with him that kept men singing ot
thelr work until they forgot! that 1t
wan work. Hn could get more miles
out of a safart than mony a harden-
led, and hard, old explorer, for he
! treated hia boys ke ¢htldren, humor-
Ling or punishing as ssemed best, but
never permitiing an injustioe, never
nursing an Irritation, and never let.
| tinee them forget that ha wans master,

From hsadman to maanest portsr
they loved him, resapectsd him, each
thought that he would wade through
blood for the big. singing bwana; buy
they wera moon ta find that It was
easler to think than to wades when
the chanoes were even that the blood
might be their own,

They wera nearing a native villagn
whara beer fowed (ke water, and
Gordon, having had one previous ex-
perlence of the place and the «ffacta
that It had upon bis men for two con-
sccutive marches, had declded to camp
short of the village and pass It on
tha fly In the morning. Thoy had come
almont to the spot s had selected for
thelr camp, when the roars of a llon,
almont at Wis feot brought Gordon to
n sudden stop st the verge of a pit
cunningly hid in the trall. A hols a
few paoss further on showed wharo
the lon had disappeared and why he
was roaring thus up out of the bowels
of the sarth.

Gordon approachesd and peered into
the excavatlon. There below bln
crouched ‘a bhuge, bLlack maned lion.
At Gordon's elbow was Lis gun bearer.
To turn and grasp the ready riflo was
the work of but a moment, but when
be had raised the weupon to his
shoulder and lovoelled It upon the
Lreast below bhim scwething brought

him to & sudden stop, His men were
gAtherod about the pit now throwing
taunts aud lasulls al Lhe Kreal cowst,
“poor dovil,” thoughl Goerdop, “its
& shame to put you like Lhis without
|a cbanes for your lile”—he “
| and then—="1"m damued If U'U do it
Youpyg Mr, Uordon wis, as you tmay
have guused, & crealure of Unpuise,

monsive head he sniffed the alr. His [|== — e — I was woul (o act First and tiink
lower faw rose and fell. The slaver xﬁﬁ: later, which ia mighty fine way o do
drivelled from his jowls. Deep n Pthe HIEHL (hial o one 4 innerenily
his thront rumbled a low thunder, raght ar peary, and duesn’l cluooe Lo
and prosently at his side appeared o be luborfig unuer the nsiicos tuxin
nlti-k lHonens. over else ho might be ho was not & Down went his nose to the trail, party of wen wers sutvring the vil- Taylor had been thinking rapidly &8 of augor. Then, too, hes Gordoen

For a moment they stood thus, PhYsical coward. Which way had they gone? He lage gates, and her heart Kave A the girl spoke, yot still he was &t & joved animals, and particulacy oo
their yellow oyes somstimes boring 10 the moment that ensued he took would follow and avengs, Straight great lvap of Joy as she saw & white joas whal step to take next If she joyed the greal, fieroe cals of the
straight ahoad as though to plerce careful alm and fired u!u‘n. gnd_rl‘h!.l nlong the crooked Jjungle pathway wan wmong them, sShe had started knew that he had followed Gordon to Jungle. To him there was no mors

time the lI wlopp -
lor drew a desp slgh of rellef, Great
beads of perspiration stood upon his
forshend. He wiped them away, and
am he attempted to arise he noticed
that his knees wers weak and trem-
bling. It wouldn't do for the chief
to see that, so he sat down agaln and
rolled a clgarette.

By the time the frightensd ones had
been rocnlled he was able o control
his muscles. Gootch and Kelly cames
with thelr talls between their legs,
like whippsd curs.

"“You ys missed your oalling,”
laughed Taylor. “You ought to have
been llon tamers”

The twaln grinned sheepishly,

“I'll ses that hell-cat face In mv
dreama for the rest of my natural
Ute,” sald Kelly. ~ .

Gootech shrugged with a shudder,

“Me for Broadway and the Tam-
many tiger—|t doesn't maks such
awful faces,” he sald,

“Well, let's go back to the village
and have a drink on my first llon"”
suggested Taylor, and the three de-
parted, leaving the natives to rig a
aling and carry the body of the lion-
esn In.

When the llon left hia mate he
made his way stealthily in the de-
rection of his quarry. Now and
ngain he smtopped to ralse his head
and sniff the air, or with up-pricked

the thickets behind which the tremb-
ling natives crouched, or again mov-
Ing slowly up and down the trall
Presently the llon's head went up in
a quick movemert of arrested atten-
tlon. TInstantly he frose to rigld im-
mobility, His sensitive nostrila di.
luted and contracted, the tip of hia
tall moved, Aside from thess he
might havo been chisslled from living
:{;‘l;i, %0 motlonleas, so magnificent he
Up wind, In a littla clearing, two
antelope browsed. Now and agaln
the graceful male ralsed his horned
head to snlff the air: his great won-
dering eyes scanning the surround.
ing fjungle. Then he would lowar his
:mt‘"h. lllﬂlll; and resume his feeding,
yet enrs and noss wera al
the alert, siipiiaen
The Judas breess, kissing the soft
conts of the antelope s it pasasd,
hora down to the nostrils of the liona
the evidence of the near pressnce of
flosh—of tender, julcy, succulent, red
flesh. The king turned his royal head
ones toward his consort. A sound
that was half sigh broathed from
his great throat, Was it a messnge —
A command? Who may say? The
liomess settind  horself into a ecom-
fortable pealtion in the long grass
and her lord moved silently awny u|;
wind toward the uneconsclous ante-

lope. ears to listen,
A moment later an excited natiye Abead of him, the buck, unensy,
detached himselt from the watchers though he had aa yet located 1o

and sped away toward the village
notfy the whitea that the lions h:g
vome. Taylor, Kelly and Giootah
caught up thele rifles and followed
the gulde buck toward the pit. At on the move and the ground was not
thelr heels wan half the male popula- such as to favor m charge. So ho
L‘un‘"f the village, armod with short, istalked them—cautiously, warily, sl-
CEAVY spears; but the chlef, who h lently—the personification of ma-
hunted llons with white men many jesty, of power, of stealth, e stalk-
times bofore, gent them all back with ed them for a long time, until they
the exception of thres who carried halted again to browse upon the edge
tho whites' oxtra guns, Thers had of m Nttle piain, and then his ma-
bien enough before to have frightened jesty, wearied and impatient, ven-
all the liona out of the eountry, tured a charge from too great a dis-
Even vo the white men themsalves, tance.
clumsy In this unaccustomed work, Like a bolt he broke from the con-
mnde naolse enough to bring the lion- canling jungie, With a speed that in
ras to her feol ns they orawled into only a llon's when |t charges he spel
the bushes beside the watchers. When toward them—and still all unconscious
finally thoy saw her shs was stand- 1hey fod on, It was the doe who first
Ing hoad on gazing nervously toward jopked up, and then two streaks of
Eha-ir Iding pines. It wia evident bay brown fled before the tawny, yel-
that she was uneasy, and Lhe old low Mush. It was poon over. A
chief knew 'h’![ In un Instant she gogen more bounds convineed the
waould belt, What had held her so great oat that he had fost, and with
long In the face of the noise of the an angry roir he halted to glare for
:wkw.nr-l whita men he could not , momaent after his disippearing
1ALN 1
168, . feant, and then to turn, still rumbling,
Bhoot!" he whispered, “Qulok!"  buck Into the forest townrd his mate.
Alrendy the loncas was wheellng  He came, after a time, to the spol
to depart when tho three riflcs spok®, whers he had left her, but she wus

enemy, moved slowly off followed by
his doe, Craftily the llor tralled
them by scent. Presently he camn
within alght of them bLut they wers

Only one bullet struck the target, but nor there. He called to her, but she
thit one was enough to transform the 4jd not answer. Then he sniffed
il Jungle creature Into & inkd en- ghout, The scant of man was still

mine of rage and destruction, Turn-
ing Hke n ent and growling horribly,
the Honess charged without an In-

hoavy in the air, and the werld odor
of powder clung to the grasses and
lane the branches, and—what war that,
stant'y \\,lrn'lhg stralght dowa upon plood? The smell of blood? The
the cover that hid her foes, lton crossed and recrossed the tral,

Tt wan the first time In thelr Hves He walked about snitfing, and at las:
that any one of the white men had he came upon the enot where his
s#een n charging loness, and It wWas ygte had died. A great roar broke
too much for the dops shattered from his mighty lungs. He wsmelled
nerves of Kolly and Gooteh, Flinging gbhout the trumpled grasses, Blicks'
away thelr rifles, they turned and ran And what s this, the scent spoor of
ko senred rabbits, thelr gun bearers whites? The blocks were familiar
nnd the watchera near them, mirprised denizens of the jungle. He thought
Inta panie at the unwonted sight of |ittle of them one way or another.
terror-struck white men, emulating Sometimes he ate them, for they wers
thelr axample. stupid ereatures easily overcome; ho

Only Taylor, his gun hearer and the the whites! He had hod experience

ehinf held thelr ground. Taylor was of them before—of them and thelr
frightensd—few men are not o the acrid smoke and thélr painful bullets,
fuce of a charging lon, esnscially If His forearm had creased by one

y
hut the blood of the

hie vaine and what.

it be their frst;

and the sear still plainly showed,
ﬂa_mn. Arwad in

The whitea! Waw he hated tham!

led the apoor,
the Mon followed, all
hate and rage, so that he did not ace
the trap until it was too Iate,
denly there was a giving of the trall

benenth

nmall branches,

He clawed and tried to leap to
safety, but in vain.
from heneath him, and snarling and
benting with his
into the blackness of
pit that had been digged for him.
r all hisn groat strength and
could he escaps,

dropped

Nor,
cunn

It was midafternoon, following a
long march,

forward impulsively toward him, baif
belteving that it might be Richard
Uordot, when ashe saw two uthor
whites Lohind him, and recognized
ono of them Immediately as Taylor.
Her heart sank as she roallzed the
predicament in which she bad unwit-
tngly placed herself, Tayior, sesing
hoer here, would not nesd to ba tuld
to hpow what bhad brought ber, and
now, just when she mont needed the
loyally of her boys, they were on the
high road to Insbriation,

she turnod toward them qulokly,
however, placing herself Lshind them
out of aight of the advanuing whitea,

“Qulck!™ she whispored to the
headmuan, “You must get the boyas
together at once. Wa will continue
the mareh, Those men who have Just

Rumbling in his throat Africe then her mother Know IL 100,

engrosned In
Bud-

his feet. A enapping of Virginia!
through his head over and over agaln.
The means to quilst Virginial!
The earth sank
font

armad ho

the

fon of the Virginin daya,
. s
she asked prosenlly,
that Virginia and her

harm youd.

and whatever harm might befall Gor-
don hera would be ladd At his door
aven thouxh he found the means to
quiel Virginla. The means to qulet
The thought kept running

Ha
gave his head a little shike as he
let his eyosm rest on the girl's face
ngadn. Bhe wis very beautiful—even
mora beautiful in her khaki and tan
than she had bheon in the soft sum-
mer dresses and clear white complox-

“Will you take the «.ance and go?
“I promise that
I will say no word of this that will
Each of us bs balf Scotl—

s Inspiring sight than thit of a mighty
llon, and as he looked al the one be-
low him, even in the dim light of the
pil, he reailzavd that never bofore had
his eyes reated upon so magnuficont
A oresture us thils groat, Dlack-mansd
» prisoner. He jowersd his rifle and
turnod toward bis bheadman,

“Let's bave a Ntte fun” he sald.
“It's not aport to ahoot & lion In & pit,
I never have, and | nover ahall, We'll
let thin old buy out where he'll have a
run for his money and then 1 can
take a little pride dn his skin when
1 %\-L it home."

‘hie headman grinned, He was
somothiing of & sport himaelf, but not
when It ciune to llons,

“How you get him out, bwana?”

safurt eame upon a village where the I would not willingly harm my e®0 . .04
headman had told her they would entored the village are my anemijse blood, nor will 1 see you n Jor ?
be well recelved and could doubtiess 7Tv]l the boys of the askarl to get Loive Wog oo “oomes fato my .:'.U'éi::‘ﬁ‘.'g?m; the pit. Its roof
trade for fowl and goats and vege- (hoir guns—wao may need them; but T . pq, I L o BNt At

tablea. The prospect was alluring,
for during the
had been vouchsafed the poorost of
(oat and chicken would taste
good., Virginla's mouth watered, The
mouths of her boys watered too: but
not so much
as for the native heer for which this
village wos fustly famous.

The chief wus away when the wisi-
tors arrived, but
did honors
well as the balance of the willagers,
ovineed the greatest curiosity.
of them ever
woman before,

lucic,

fow

about her, fecling of her fleah nnd credulity and wonder, tins for her,

garments, laughing uproariously at "Virginiat” hoe exclaimed. "Where  “The first thing I'm going to do,
ench new dlscovery, but nccording did you come from?  What on earth growled Taylor, “is to put you whare
her every mark of friendship. At are you dwng here? And then ws yon can be watched, and where you

with difMeulty, Virginia eue-. tho
eended In arranging through her head. o
man for a hut to which she might loud

must get out of this village at once™

Thoe headman transmitied her come«
manids to the porters and the askari,
bt they clicsted only grumbling mur-
ey at fewt, ang, when b urged her
sulthority dpoen them, open refussd to
move from where thoy wers., They
silal Chiot they had marched far that
Ly could go no further—thoy

pot gu further, and ons who
sumidd more boer than hia
in his stead. They, aa [vllows aunounced that he would Lalcw
ao more orders from a woman., And
Just then Scoty Taylor came abreast
the party and os his eyva foll upon
Virginia Soott they went wide In (o-

st weok her hunters Taylor up with a start, It also

teners to the conversation.
lenned toward Taylor,
he ansked

for goat and ohicken “If you go back, Kid,™

diy
wotld

his wife and son Hadl con

hundrad thou aplece”™

“I'm mot going Iu;rk, you
snapped Taylor, "“I've come
dumned far to go back now.™

“What are you going to do, Bcott?
But
had senn a white
and they elostered

voloe,

ki he bad guesasd the answer his
arrowid and a lowering scowl
s face. “You've bLeen fol-

to Mr. Butinaki Gordon.”™

The mention of tho sstate brought
brought
a gleam Into the eyes of Kelly and
Gootch, who had been ll‘ll..l‘.lln:‘ I.:Il

elly

“who's goin' to pay me an’ Bill the

fool”
too

Virginia anked the question In an aven
Hha wall knew the moment
waos fraught with higeous posnibili-

won't get anothar chunce to go and
blab all you know or think you know

Ungs crossed with losser branohes and
brush. To drug e couple of the lirger
logs untll thoir sude dropped loto the
pit would be the work of but a mo-
mant, then the lon could clamber out
If e wero not injured, and there was
nothing In his appearance or manner
to Indloate that he was not entirely
whole,

Gordon explained his plan to the
bhoad man and give his orders for tho
purters to Iny wslde their loads and
« drag thoe polos far snough to et
thair ends drop Into the pif. The men
Evinnod and ahrugged, and looked for
handy trees, for they knew that a
muddensd (oo in lightning unchainesd.
o Gingerly they Indd hold of the saplings
and commenced to haul away upon
them, but when the ends had come to
tko pit's verga and wero about to drop
down and  llberate the llon  they
paumsd, still grinning, though sheap-
by Sy mne d,

retire: but even hers the women and low g me, have you? Spying on me, tho girl's PhIY, and begged
children followed her, sguatting anbout +h* You think you can put one over .uli!'a .‘.“t‘.:od“::‘:kl{"’loth"“‘._..' ahe were ™0
watehing her every move. Tha fn- o e do you? Well, you've got an. SO0 S¢ o0y or ravolyar his hand was Gordon that i \
terfor of the hut was filthy, and the other think coming, young lady.” too quick for her knd the weapon F! e Bl Ine el 4y fesl atd he
girl had heen in it but & short tima Vingima Scott leoked coidly at the oo oo et from her Krasp before thoucht that |t wonld be & useless
when she decided to summon her #peakes, Witer contednpl in the curve .h:, could use 1t, ns use It she most 54%'® of lifs when they already had
headman and have her tont and camp of her Up and the expression @f hor oo uinly should had she had the "7 Hon v imprisoned and nothing
piiched autalds the village, leval oyus, h ‘.1.;..”“:“,- Taylor selze’ hor wrist ¥ained by liberaling him ;
When slie went 10 find him, for she Yo% 1 followed you, Beott™ whe [U0% lei0s there holding bor, scowl-  (HORdan hiukse] kaod naturediy.
sould not make any of the wamen rplied "l Know you too well, you ‘nie down into her face. Virginin re. Yuu _'l-r le A'thha' ean take to the
undepstand her wants, <he discaversd 00  to have guvased something of I "_““l the scowl. and spoke n singis |r|-np|. ha mild, “and horey up about
him, with others of her safart, 'n. he wiienor motive whieh prompled u{' " |fl i o"_:;l n for the other 1" golng to ler loose this man-sm -
duiging froely In baer, Already they You l omo to Africa lmanediately ‘!'r‘ s t(.ull ant L] ing son of Ballnl,” and he grosped the
had consumed large quantities, and Upo heels of Mr., Gordon. Wa ".‘I’E“‘ o o Lo word. MR nnil of one of the logs and proceedsd
with an unlimited supply In view [ou v lellor to mother, yau sce, Coward!” Thut Il"‘"l-l ol okl S 1L
wera loath to leave the (mmediate 1060¥ el pockat, the cout that you Mlied with loathing aod con i".- 1d vha Uiacks, ssting hia sct, (srrisg
vieinity of the hraw %or the sake of 000! ntally dropped bohind your bed prome. I stung the min is wou not for even a fros (ransintion of His
piteting eamp for her ar any one elun, Dol vou Iuft. If you will take my no torrent of invective ’|: stung and words, but seampered to right and
As she stood arguing with them adv Seott, vou will take yoursalf roused all the brute within |l1;'- ) laft, clambering to tha safety of the
through the headman whe was sud. alil procious fricnds here back With an outh he jerked ‘f'; '":; lower branches with tha aeility of
denly aware of the approach of naw. 0 Uie coast and out of Africa as fast roughly after him as he turne "‘T| monkeya  Onply Gordon’s gun hearsp
comers from the Jjungla. A 1iitla ps you can go' croased the villuge strest. Stralghil compined ar his post  The youne ¢
toward the hut occupled by bimsalf oo bilm directed tha
ind his two associates he dragwed oo Lo ness

*h

Che

ARE YOU

wern inside.  “We'll

her, and at his hosls came Kelly and .

t & ropn” snapped Taylor when e TR res | OVED
Cruss INIR g300e 't 3 i il APt T dro
whint's hast

tup and fre shoukd it

A ek

f en until wa ean plan . lowm | 1 e v It hatory
ONE OF THE HANE\' EHQU&AINND(:E;;::R?;;'QHI READING Cor BaN, And .m,-wnfwl-' luven't had || o drmn | o n neucly It imtore. b
IH VE: that deink yor on my fiest fon” Lo b ary fand Of et efyl”

C l t N l E ch w k! Ciooteh found a :'-I;‘ lﬂ't o "‘l"r The hay, giad .-t.--:u,"l to be raljevid

the three men bound the BTl securely. ¢ 4 iy, thoueh he would have ros

omp e e ove a ee Then they wont out of the hut, LakIng 0000 ,..» \ -'. pant "u. the face of a

If not, :n ll: n::lng yourself of the richest fiction treat ever a bottle of whiskey mthl:hum‘; | doten | s had Clordon hin arvi Lird it

offered to the readers a newaspaper. After they had left her Virginih w0 4000 an was Ll hir ftuk

The Evening Woerld, every week, printa a novel by some famous axeried every effort 1o free hermelf p0 pofuge 'n the l'r-- 1L the hae of

author, Thess novels are issusd complete in six large daily instalments of her bonda: but steain as ahe Wolld wiich he leaned the rifie. oneked and
They are selectad with a view to suiting the tastes of all resders. who eould not slip them am".hf"f' o pe 1Ay to hin manter's b ynil,

And ths tremendous success of the plan has loeng been demonstrated, uft rpoon wore on, Rhe could hcar Gnrdon measured the distanne ho

in The Evaning Werld's “COMPLETE NOVEL EACH WEEK" | |0 Toud talk and dagehicr of 08 recon ine o e e e e

L] [} it Nac (L AN Biin q nn . Lhiat » anen

serien s the foremost work of such "best-seller” authors as :l_obort W. (rombied is sho Chought what the re. the llan ehureed nPter elimhitie from

Chambers, Mary Roberts Rinshart, Rupert Hughes, James Oliver Cur- turn of thoss (hree, fushed WIth Nis priven it wrnld take him & mo

wood, Morgan Robertsen, Margaret Widdemer, George Randolph Ches- drink, might mean to her. ment or two to reach lovel eround and

ter, Louls Joseph Vance, Bdgar Rice Burroughs and many sthers of And night feil and still she lay & with that advantase Gordon could

squal oelebrity, prey to wrrm terror and the physieal easily re oh %is rifle and bring the

——— tarturea of har honda anl the unclean heast down bofare it was anon him.

The slement of riak in the advens

ture appealed to the young New
Yarker, Ile would be pitting his own
#kill and prowess agoinst the skill
nhil prowesa of the llon. The anls

el veuld have an almost even break
wilth Y, for if Gordon Called to stop
him with hisn fArst shot the vietery
would e to the groat eat,. This was
sport! Gordon folt a thrill of axclle-
mant tingling alonge his serves As 1
drew slowly upon the end of one
the loge,

Polow him the lion stood motioniess
glaring up Into his face, and uitoers
occanional low growis. As ha wor
Gordon glanced often at the
boast, admiring his splandid » re,
his great mane and his massive head.
The lion was wondering If this orea-
Lure was obe of those who had slain
his mate. What was he doing? Why
wan he wtlln‘ the cover hin
prison? hy had the loud noise and
the acrid odor thal accompanied these
white skinoed humans net i -

Han
head

sailod hin ears and nowtrils?

was puzeled, He cocked his
upan one side, watching Intentiy—so
Intently that he forgol to growl,

(ordon dragred the end of one of
the logs until 11 Just hung gpon
rim of the pit, then he drew its fel-
low to the umolpﬂmnu{hlt L]
quick, heavy pull upon wo
gother should precipiiate the ends in<
to the bottom of the trap.

Mick CGordon glanced bahind Mm
once more that he might Anally Ax in
hin mind the exact loeation of his
rifle, then he surged back with a firm
grip upon the logs, the dirt at the op-
posite end of the pit crumbled from
the odge and the two arm
thelr further extromities by
to the bottom.

ALl the same Instant Go turned
and ran for his rifle. The Non
nimbly to one side to avold the ;
|n= logs, Inatantly grasped their .
nifieance to him and with an
loap was upon them and at the
of the pit by the time Oordon had
covered half the distance to Lhe tree
:hp‘r his gun leaned, ready to his

an

Sesing the man flosing the llon Tﬂ
n single terrific roar and burst into
the full speed of the charge, The aa-
tives in the treea screamead loudly to
Gordon, thea man tarmed his head,
thinking the llon must be already
upon him, and In the little Instant
that his eyes were taken from his
path hia foot eaneht in the protrud-
ing root of & oreaper and he was
down,

Hut for this be might have reached
hin wonpon and put ons good shot
Even now he started to sorambls to
his foet and rece on; but even as he
half rosse & great body struck him
frum behind and hurled him back to
earth—a great, tawny, halry body
that towered above him grim and
torrible,

A thoupand thoughts raced through'

Dick Gordeon's mind in the brief In-
atunt that tha llan stood over him
Hea thought of his revolver and hias
knife In thele holstors at his »ido-—-as
“ luat resort he wonld use thom. He
had heard of men being In positions
similar to his own and of escaping
unharmed—of the lions leaving them
for mome unnccountable resson with«
out  inficting even a seratch upon
them. Gordon determined to walt
until the llon took the offensive. Ha
lay very quietly just as he had fallen,

half upon his side. One t fore-
paw was opposite his face, for the llon
straddied him, Gordon even noted

the ugly, Jagged sear upon the inalde
of the forearm. The boys In the
treon  wore shouting and hurling
branches at the hige banst, The ani-
mal pald no more attention to them
than as though they had besn
mnany little monkeys. He lowered
mighty head and aniffed the body of
hils pray. Gordon could feel the

gle touching his back lightly, and

hot breath upon his peck and cheelk.
The llon was pussied. This was pot
one of thosa whom he sought. Fow
peveral minutes that seemd an eter-
nity to Gordon thep beast stood

him. What was he thinking?

It be that he was seanrching through
his wavags bruin for an explanation
of the man's mct in nun# bim
from enptivity? Who may sa

o e oo k?‘&odeaﬁoz& oa
groat paw he turne \
his back, sniffad him from h to
foot, looked straight Into mmﬁ"'

a full minute and then tu

stalked majestically down the
leaving unharmed the puny creature
whose oaresr one closing of
mighty jaws would have

forever,

Hearce belleving that he could orelif
his own senses, Gordon ross slowly to
his feot and gazed after the lon. Bee
hind him his boy alld from the
and, selzing Gordon's rifle, ran fo
and thrust It into thes man’s hand Thus
awakened from the stupor of the shock
he had recelved, Gordon meochanically
threw the weapon to the hollow of ha
shoulder  Quickly the sights covered a
spest In the middle of the heust's back
just behind the shoulders, the triggers
finger pressed slowly back. The blacks,
W wilvat pow, awadted In breathloss ex-
pectancy the shot that was never fred

For s moment Gordon stood thus ke
i mtatue.  Then. with an !mpatient
shake of lis head he lowered the
wen bon.

“1 can't do 1LY he muttersd. “The
heast could have killed me, but didn't
If 7T Kliled him uow I'd be lesas than &
twast 1 wonder why he left us”? Could
It have been  gratitude®  Shuoks!
Grutitude nothing! He wasn't hungry
or cise the hoys frightened bim away,”
and ot the latter thought Gordon could
not repress o grin as he recalled the
ETUil carnivore’'s appurent otter cofl-
Lo for the yelling natives.

Al an he stooll watching the lel.
departurs of the King antll he
by & turn in the trall the

of that It mizht have beon grat)-
tnite i ‘vt unon obiruding tself
ioh his thovehta,

CAnEwAE,” ho il half aloud, U

ke o pretty story, gvean 1 it's not
true oxnlangtion™

Boava hind  all descended from

1 r otrees by this time nnd were

el ghettt b, chatterine to one

inother, and londly expatisting upon

the wondrous fests of hravery thay

workbd hava perfaemad—"1" Gordon
h=na%e in npon thelr aftercinp.

vid. “*Take wn your

e
win hWidden

Bk Wa .neht to ha near the
teenm that nssves hesids the hesp
vits wa'll make cAMD A8 500N AN

wat strilen 10

A balf hage = thay fonnd o mift
yhio gant fap thalr ~amn, and Cerd
vod hy o mosoiiltn net, ml ety
1% in hig hammosk to sntow the
Tnwiivjoa af

" wina and 5 honk ha L3
the aven'»~ mes? bt hp '
L (To :
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